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Works of Benjamin Franklin, "^iih Xotes and
a Lije of the Author <'io vols. 1836-40). As
a pioneer in the field of American history
Sparks is entitled to great credit, and his
works have been much used; but unfortu-
nately he had a habit of changing the word-
ing of the documents which he edited and of
omitting passages without warning, and in
consequence his compilations have now been
largely superseded by more trustworthy
works.

Sparrow (Passer), a genus of finches
widely distributed and recognized by the
short, stout bill and the short wings. The
common or English sparrow is now scattered
throughout nearly the whole civilized world,
where it has followed colonists. It was in-
troduced into the United States about 1850,
and has now spread all over the country, do-
ing some damage to fruit buds, and making
war on the small native birds, especially the
swallows, which it has driven from barns
formerly thronged with these pleasanter visi-
tors. The native sparrows of North America
are many, and all wear the characteristic
brown-streaked plumage of the group.

Sparrow-hawk, a small but bold and
rapacious hawk, which inhabits wooded dis-
tricts throughout the Temperate Zone. It is
very variable in size and color, but is about
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thirteen inches long in the male, the female
exceeding this measurement by nearly two
and a half inches. It feeds upon the smaller
mammals and on birds, and frequently cap-
tures young poultry.

Sparta, the chief city of Laconia, in the
Peloponnesus of Greece. It was also called
Lacedaemon, which was the original name of
the country. Sparta down from Mt. Taygetus
comprised five villages. Soon after the
Trojan War, probably about XJQQ B,C., the

ta if that one royal house wa.-Dnrian, the other
Achaean or pre-Achx-an, though later legends
traced both dynasties back to Heracles. The
two kings were perpetual commanders-in-
chief of the army and were responsible to the
people for their conduct. The oligarchic ele-
ment in the state was the council of elders,
consisting of twenty-eidn men over sixty
years of age, with the two kings. They were
chosen by acclamation in the assembly. This,
the democratic element in the state, consisted
of all free ciiizens over thirty years of age.
The serfs, were more numerous than the free
citizens, but were kept in check by secret ser-
vice. The ephor^ the most characteristic and
powerful element in the state, were elected by
the people, and were five in number. They
could indict and judge the kings, and were the
supreme civil court at Sparta; the council
of elders was the supreme criminal court. The
i ephors were also responsible for the mainten-
ance of order and discipline. This discipline
was practically a perpetual military training.
No deformed child was reared; from the age
of seven every boy was taken away from his
mother's side and trained to war and hard-
ship. At twenty the youths joined the army,
and were enrolled in the military messes or
syssitia. The Spartan women, too, were
trained to gymnastics; they were renowned
for their beauty and heroism, and also for
their influence over the men. Wealth in
Sparta consisted chiefly in land. Such a
j state of society prevented any growth of lit-
erature or art; though in the eighth and sev-
enth centuries B.C., before the system was
crystallized into its later rigidity, Spartan
poets and musicians were famous, and the
names of Spartan artists are known. But
after 600 B.C. Sparta's one trade was war; all
alien influences were discouraged, and the
wit of Sparta found its only expression in
the many 'laconic' sayings quoted by an-
cient writers. In 146 Sparta was conquered
by Rome. The new town of Sparta, which
was founded in 1834 after the restoration of
Greek independence, is a regularly built place,
with broad streets and gardens, and a popu-
lation of 4,000.
Spartacides, Spartacans, or Sparta-
cists, the name assumed by the 'Spartacu?
group' of Independent Socialists in Germany
who, after the signing of the Armistice of
1918 attempted, in Berlin and elsewhere, to
overthrow tbe temporary German govern-